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Marlene H. Dortch. Ser:rP.tary
Federal Comnnmications Commission
01!il;e of the Secretary
c/o Natek Inc.• Inc.
236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.
Suite 110
VV~n.D.C.20002

Re: MHDocketNo. 04-207

Dcat ChaiIman Powell and Ms, Donch:

We understand that M.emberi of Congr¢lI~have C(Jwmi~oDeda roport on tho
poteutialdeclS of requiring ca.b]" aDd. satellite companies to implement a channel-by
channel, or CIa la carte," packaging pl8Il. A close exemjnation oftbis policy leads to the
conclusion that a 1a cane packaging rond pricing ofprogramming would drastically stifle
media diversity in America,

Ethnic and mio.oritypopuiatioJlS in the U.S, are >cqtcly undcnc",'" by
television"s C'IlX'ttnt offorings. Many O'Irinion leadcT~ have ea.lled on media. bu:si.ncsses to
&eneratel:l1ore channelll: to serve audiew::es ofAfriean-Ame:rica.ns, Hispanics, Asians, ~d
other ethnic gtOU]:I$. Whilo some progress is being made in this area. the impos.t:ion of an
ala cutp.!pdcing madel ~ould bring J.J.I.Ol1.!; t1u:lse efforts obsolete. Many networks that
serve diverse, minority. and multilingual iIrterests Lugety depend on padaged
progzamming for coosumem fo-i survival. And mAny such ohr;um,e!s thor cxi$i. today will
nat be able to survive with the red:wx~d sub:K:riber base they will face under a la cane.

If cabl. and ,.«llite companioJ soli obano.els ola carte, it would instantly erode
potential 'Advt.:rti.sing ~UpportJ forcing netWorks to dram:atieally increase the per-subscribet
fee they must chats:e. Ultimately, subscribe:t3 would fiad tlle;w::ldves pa.ying about the
same 1UD.ount - and possibly mOTe - for just a handfUl ofchannels, ntther than having the
hwuireds from which to choose. as they do today.
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Various populations rely en ;able to provide a window into other cultur~c;,

oommW1ities, styles and viewpoints. The: impo,ition ofa.1a oarte '?iould drastically
red""", ifnOl elimina~ that oppo<lJJllity c:ntircly.

Tbose .,110 <UpPOrt divmity in fllday', media mar1<elplaco recognize lbe
imponont role that the """"'" cable system plays io building and o:<pat>ding ooItuta1
diverslty in this counny. As Sllcll. we wge the FCC tD strongly consider the foll
ramifications ofala cam in then report to CollJ!l'OSS.
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